36.(currently amended): A guide device for maintaining the horizontal position of a 
predetermined portion of a workpiece while said device guid es a power hand saw across the 
workpiece a power saw operating upon a workpioco to divide* th e workpioco into two separated 
portions irrespective of the length of cut comprising: 

a guide bar having a length that facilitates the .guiding of a power hand saw bevond 
corresponding edges of a workpiece: 

a first clamp removably secured to a first end of the workpiece, said first clamp 
comprising: 

a frame having a notch centrally disposed for allowing a saw blade to pass 
through said frame, said frame including an engagement wall for positioning said 
first clamp adjacent to a first edge of the workpiece, a lower wall for disposing a 
protection w all a predetermined horizontal distance from said engagement wall. 
and opposing angle portions for engaging upper edge portions of the workpiece on 
each side of a line of cut said lower wall and opposing angle portions being 
vertically separated a distance that promotes the insertion of the workpiece 
between an upper edge of said lower wall and bottom walls of said angle portions: 
and 

first and second securing means clamp screws secured to said lower wall and 
disposed to engage a corresponding angle portion of said frame, said first and 
second clamp screws being initially disposed to allow the workpiece to engage 
said engagement wall, said first and second clamp screws ultimately securing the 
workpiece against said angle portions on each side of the line of cut after the . 
workpiece engages said engagement wall said first and second clamp screws. 



engagement wall and angle portions being cooperatively configured for 
maintaining the horizontal position of a first end portion of the workpiece while 
said guide bar guides a power hand saw across the workpiece; 
for removably securing said frame to the first e nd of the workpi e ce on each side of 
an intended lino of cut ; and a notch in said fram e for allowing a saw blade to 
divide th e first end of the workpiece into two portion s , s aid notch being dispo s ed 
- between said first and s e cond securing m e ans, said notch and said first and s e cond 
securing m e ans b e ing coop e rativ e ly configured to maintain th e position of the two ^ 
- portions of the divided first end of the workpiece} 
a second clamp removably secured to a second end of the workpiece, said second clamp 
comprising: 

a frame having a notch centrally disposed for allowing a saw blade to pass 

through said frame, said frame including an engagement wall for positioning said 

second clamp adjacent to a second edge of the workpiece, a lower wall for 

disposing a protection wall a predetermined horizontal distance from said 

engagement wall, and opposing angle portions for engaging upper edge portions 

of the workpiece on each side of a line of cut, said lower wall and opposing angle [ 

portion being vertically separated a distance that promotes the insertion of the 

workpiece between an upper edge of said lower wall and bottom walls of said 

angle portions; and 

first and second clamp screws secured to said lower wall and disposed to engage a . 
corresponding angle portion of said frame, said first and second clamp screws 
being initially disposed to allow the workpiece to engage said engagement wall, 



■ 



said first and second clamp screws ultimately securing the workpiece against said 
angle portions on each side of the line of cut after the piece engages said 
engagement wall, said first and second clamp screws, engagement wall and angle 
portions being cooperatively configured for maintaining the horizontal position of 
a second end portion of the workpiece while said guide bar guides the power hand 
_saw across the workpiece; 

securing moans for removably securing said frame to the s econd e nd of th e 
workpiece on each sid e of th e int e nd e d lin e of cut; and a notch in said fram e for 
allowing the sew blad e to divid e the second end of the workpiece into two 
portions, said notch being dispos e d b e tw ee n said first and s e cond s ecuring means, 
said notch and said first and s e cond securing means being cooperat i ve l y 
configur e d to maintain th e position of the two portions of the divided second end 
of th e workpiece; and 
m e ans for visually aiding th e tool op e rator to avoid contact between the aaw blade and 
p ortions of said first and second clamps whil e th e saw blad e divid e s th e workpi e c e into two 
separated portions- 
means for aligning said first and second clamps relative to the intended line of cut; and 
means for securing said guide bar to said first and second clamps. 
37(original): The device of claim 36 wherein said first and second clamps include means for 
removably attaching a guide bar thereto. 

38(original): The device of claim 37 wherein said guide bar includes a plurality of planar 
surfaces that provide a rectangular cross section. 

39(original): The device of claim 37 wherein said guide bar includes a slot centered along the 
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longitudinal axis of a bottom surface of said guide bar. 

40(original): The device of claim 37 wherein said guide bar includes a plurality of slots centered 
along the longitudinal axis of a bottom surface of said guide bar. 

41(amended): The device of claim 40 wherein said attaching means includes a lever and bolt 
cooperatively coupl e d to promote the attachment oi connected to said guide bar 4e-and said first 
and second clamps. 

42(amended): The device of claim 36 wherein each of said first and second securing means 
damp screws of said first and second clamp s include s include a hand operated clamp screw that 
extends through fr said lower wall of said frame to rotatably urge a clamp plate to engage a 

N't 

*>. 

bottom wall of the workpiece to ultimately bind the workpiece between said clamp plate andaa- 
said angle portion of said frame, said clamp screw being rotatably secured to the frame by a 
clamp nut integrally secured to said lower wall of said frame. 

43(amended): The device of claim 36 wherein each of said-frames include a protection wall that 
pr e v e nts walls prevent the workpiece from engaging clamp nuts integrally secured to a lower 
wall of each of said frames thereby promoting the engagement of edges of the first and second 
ends of the workpiece with a corresponding engagement wall of each of said frames to maximize 
the surface area of engagement between a top wall of the workpiece and said angle portions of 
said frames of said first and second clamps. 

44(original): The device of claim 36 wherein each of said notches in said frames are configured 
to allow a saw blade to pass through each of said frames such that the saw blade avoids 
engagement with said frames thereby allowing the saw blade to continue cutting the workpiece 
while the saw blade is manually urged across the line of cut of the workpiece. 
45(amended): The device of claim 36 wherein said v isual aid means includes an inner edge of on 

5 



angle gettieft portions include an inner edge disposed on each side of said notch of each of said 
first and second clamps, said inner edges providing a visual aid to the power tool operator to 
avoid contact between the saw blade and said angle portions of said first and second clamps. 
46(original): The device of claim 45 wherein said inner edges of opposing angle portions on each 
side of a corresponding notch, are angled to converge as said inner edges approach an 
engagement wall of said frames of said first and second clamps. 

47(amended): A device for maintaining the position of a rigid workpiece after being divided into 
two portions comprising: 

a guide bar having a length that facilitates the guiding of a power hand saw beyond 
corresponding edges of a workpiece; 

a first clamp removably secured to a first end of the workpiece, said first clamp 
comprising: 

a frame having a notch centrally disposed for allowing a saw blade to pass 
through said frame, said frame including an engagement wall for positioning said 
first clamp adjacent to a first edge of the workpiece, a lower wall for disposing a 
protection wall a predetermined horizontal distance from said engagement wall, 
and opposing angle portions for engaging upper edge portions of the workpiece on 
each side of a line of cut, said lower wall and opposing angle portions being 
vertically separated a distance that promotes the insertion of the workpiece 
between and upper edge of said lower wall and bottom walls of said angle 
portions; and 

first and second securing means for removably securing said 

fram e to th e first e nd of th e workpi e ce on oooh side of an intend e d lin e of cut; and 
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a n otch in said frame for a ll owing a saw bl a d e to divid e th e first e nd of th e 
workpiece into two portions, s aid notch being di s posed betwe e n said first and 
se cond s e curing m e ans^ said notch and said first and sooond securing means being 
^ cooperatively configured to maintain the position of the two portions of the 
divi d ed first end of the w o r kpiece; and 

first and second damp screws secured to said lower wall and disposed to engage a 
corresponding angle portion of said frame, said first and second clamp screws 
being initially disposed to allow the workpiece to engage said engagement wall, 
said first and second clamp screws ultimately securing the workpiece against said 
gngte portions on each side of the line of cut after the workpiece engages said 
engagement wall, said first and second clamp screws, engagement wall and angle 
portions being cooperatively configured for maintaining the horizontal position of 
p first end portion of the workpiece while said guide ar guides a power hand saw 
across the workpiece; 

a second clamp removably secured to a second end of the workpiece, said second clamp 
comprising: 

a frame having a notch centrally disposed for allowing a saw blade to pass 
through said frame, said frame including an engagement wall for positioning said 
second clamp adjacent to a second edge of the workpiece, a lower wall for 
disposing a protection wall a predetermined horizontal distance from said 
engagement wall, and opposing angle portions for engaging upper edge portions 
pf the workpiece on each side of a line of cut, said lower wall and opposing angle 
portions being vertically separated a distance that promotes the insertion of 
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workpiece between an upper edge of said lower wall and bottom walls of said 



angle portions; and 

first and second clamp screws secured to said lower wall and disposed to engage a 
corresponding angle portion of said frame, said first and second clamp screws 
being initially disposed to allow the workpiece to engage said engagement wall, 
said first and second clamp screws ultimately securing the workpiece against said 
angle portions on each side of the line of cut after the workpiece engages said 
engagement wall, said first and second clamp screws, engagement wall and angle 
portions being cooperatively configured for maintaining the horizontal position of 
a second end portion of the workpiece while said guide bar guides a power hand 
saw across the workpiece; 
means for aligning said first and second clamps relative to the intended line of cut; and 
means for securing said guide bar to said first and second clamps. 

first and s e cond securing me a n s for remov a b l y securing sa i d fram e 
to the s e cond e nd of the workpi e ce on each side of the intend e d line of cut ; an d 
■ q notch in onid frame for allowing the saw blade to divide the second end of the 
wo r kpiece into two portions, said notch being disposed between said first and 
second securing means, said noteh and said first and second securing means being - 
coop e rativ e ly configur e d to maintain the position of the two portions of the 
divided second end of the workpiec e . 
48(original): The device of claim 47 wherein said first and second clamps each include means for 
visually aiding the tool operator to avoid contact between the saw blade and portions of said first 
and second clamps while the saw blade divides the workpiece into two separated portions. 



49(amended): The device of claim 47 wherein said first and second clamps include means for 
removably attaching ^ said guide bar thereto. 

50(ortginal): The device of claim 49 wherein said guide bar includes a plurality of slots centered 
along the longitudinal axis of a bottom surface of said guide bar. 

51(amended): The device of claim 49 wherein said attaching means includes a lever and bolt 
cooperatively coupled to promot e th e attachment of connected to s aid guide bar 4* and said first 
and second clamps. 

52(amended): The device of claim 47 wherein each of said first and second clamp screws 
Mcuring means of said first and second clamps includes a hand operated clamp screw that 
extends through - ft said lower wall of said frame to rotatably urge a clamp plate to engage a 
bottom wall of the workpiece to ultimately bind the workpiece between said clamp plate and an 
angle portion of said frame, said clamp screw being rotatably secured to the frame by a clamp nut 
integrally secured to said lower wall of said frame. 

53(originai): The device of claim 48 wherein said visual aid means includes and inner edge of an 
angle portion disposed on each side of said notch of each of said first and second clamps, said 
inner edges providing a visual aid to the power tool operator to avoid contact between the saw 
blade and said angle portions of said first and second clamps. 

54(original): The device of claim 53 wherein said inner edges of opposing angle portions on each 
side of a corresponding notch, are angle to converge as said inner edges approach an engagement 
wall of said frames of said first and second clamps. 

55(amended): A method for maintaining the position of a rigid workpiece while being divided 
into two portions, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a guide bar having a length that facilitates the guiding of a power hand saw 



beyond corresponding edges of a workpiece; 

providing a first clamp removably secured to a first end of the workpiece, said first clamp 
comprising: 

a frame having a notch centrally disposed for allowing a saw blade to pass 
through said frame, said frame including an engagement wall for positioning said 
first clamp adjacent to a first edge of the workpiece, a lower wall for disposing a 
protection wall a predetermined horizontal distance from said engagement wall, 
and opposing angle portions for engaging upper edge portions of the workpiece on 
each side of a line of cut, said lower wall and opposing angle portions being 
vertically separated a distance that promotes the insertion of the workpiece 
.between an upper edge of said lower wall and bottom walls of said angle portions; 
and 

first and second clamp screws secured to said lower wall and disposed to engage a 
corresponding angle portion of said frame, said first and second clamp screws 
being initially disposed to allow the workpiece to engage said engagement wall, 
said first and second clamp screws ultimately securing the workpiece against said 
angle portions on each side of the line of cut after the workpiece engages said 
engagement wall, said first and second clamp screws, engagement wall and angle 
portions being cooperatively configured for maintaining the horizontal position of 
a first end portion of the workpiece while said guide bar guides a power hand saw 
across the workpiece; 

first and socond cocuring means for removably securing said frame 

to the first end of the workpiece on each aide on an intended lino of out; and a 
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notch in caid fram e for allowing a saw bl a de to div id e the first cad of the 
workpi e ce into two portions, s aid notch be i ng dispose d between sa i d first and 
■s econ d securing meaaSrSaid frame and caid first and oooond ooouring moono being 
cooperatively configured to maintain the pooition of the two portions of the 
di v id e d first end o f the workpiece} and 

providing a second clamp removably secured to a second end of the workpiece, said 

second clamp comprising: 

a frame having a notch centrally disposed for allowing a saw blade to pass 
through said fr ame, said frame including an engagement wall for positioning said 
second clamp adjacent to a second edge of the workpiece, a lower wall for 
disposing a protection wall a predetermined horizontal distance from said 
engagement wall, and opposing angle portions engaging upper edge portions of 
the workpi ece on each side of a line of cut, said lower wall and opposing angle 
portions bein g vertically separated a distance that promotes the insertion of the 
workpiece between an upper edge of said lower wall and bottom walls of said 
angle portions; and 

first and second clamp screws secured to said lower wall and disposed to engage a 
corresponding angle portion of said frame, said first and second clamp screws 
being initially disposed to allow the workpiece to engage said engagement wall, 
said first and second clamp screws ultimately securing the workpiece against said 
angle portions on each side of the line of cut after the workpiece engages said 
engagement wall, said first and second clamp screws, engagement wall and angle 
portions being cooperatively configured for maintaining the horizontal position of 
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» second end portion of the workpiece while said guide bar guides a power hand 
saw across the workpiece; 

first and second se curing means for remov a bly securing s aid fram e 
to the second end of the workpi e ce on each s i d e of the int e nded line of cut; and 
a notch in said fram e for allowing a s aw blade to divide the second end o f the 
wo r kpiece into two portions, said notch being disposed botwoon said first and 
second securing means, s aid frame and said first and oooond securing means 
fr e ing coop e rativ e ly configur e d to maintain th e position of the two portions of th e 
divided second e nd of th e workpiece , 

aligning said first and second clamps relative to the intended line of cut; and 

securing said guide bar to said first and second clamps. 
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